
Join the Lakeland Audubon Society at its August 2026 chapter
meeting. This meeting will feature a guest speaker (Stephanie
Touzalin) who will give a talk called: Vultures – Nature’s Cleanup
Crew. From Stephanie’s talk, we will learn about the role that
Turkey Vultures play in the ecosystem, their adaptations, and the
threats they face.

This meeting will be held online through zoom. People who are
interested in attending but would rather come to the Lions Field
House in Williams Bay to watch the speaker’s presentation on a
large screen are welcome to do so (We will be there).

To join the meeting online, simply click or tap the button link below.

CHAPTER MEETING
Tuesday, August 25

7:00 PM
Online

Free and open to the public!

Vultures – Nature’s Cleanup Crew 
By Stephanie Touzalin

The Chat
LAKELAND AUDUBON SOCIETY

August 2026

About the Speaker

Stephanie Touzalin is an education specialist at the Forest
Preserve District of DuPage County’s DuPage Wildlife
Conservation Center. Stephanie has a degree in natural
resources and environmental science with a focus on fish-
and-wildlife conservation and delivers programs about
animals that are native to the DuPage forest preserves.

Turkey Vulture, Photo by Janice Bain

Join MeetingJoin MeetingJoin Meeting

https://us05web.zoom.us/j/87597122290?pwd=NFsxbYy0Us6cbMe0zkemM7JQ86W50J.1


A Day in the FieldA Day in the FieldA Day in the FieldA Day in the Field
Photos and notes from the trail.
By Kevin Dickey 

From left to right - Top: Common Selfheal, Wild Bergamot, Ohio Spiderwort  Bottom: Common Milkweed, Rattlesnake Master,
Butterfly Milkweed

While hiking on a warm summer day, I came across many prairie and woodland wildflowers in bloom. I usually make it a
point to go out and see some of these flowers during this time of year. Plenty of people don’t like hiking in the heat, but I
find it worth it when our native wildflowers are in bloom. Of course, when out in this kind of weather, I take certain
precautions like making sure I have something to drink, wearing sunblock and/or bug spray, and staying mindful of how
tired I feel. 

Some of the birds I heard and saw, but didn’t get pictures of: Chipping Sparrow, Indigo Bunting, Pine Warbler, Hooded
Warbler, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, White-breasted and Red-breasted Nuthatches, Northern Flicker and various other
woodpeckers, Northern Cardinal, White Pelican, Great Blue Heron, Great Egret, and Canada Geese.









RARE BIRD ALERTRARE BIRD ALERT

Above: Piliated Woodpecker (Leucistic). Photo by David Deis  

I’m sure many, if not all, of you who are reading this have taken a walk through a wooded area and have seen or heard a
woodpecker. But I’d be willing to bet that almost none of you have seen one like the one that is pictured below. A
“Leucistic” bird of any species is very unusual in nature for obvious reasons. The biggest being that individuals that have
the condition or genetic mutation typically don’t live for very long due to a significantly increased rate of predation. 

That makes this sighting of an adult leucistic Pileated Woodpecker by David Deis quite special indeed. The bird was
photographed at the Kishwauketoe Nature Conservancy in Williams Bay, Wisconsin on August 5. David is a Wisconsin
Master Naturalist and avid birder who volunteers regularly at the KNC.
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Bird Walks
SaturdaysSaturdaysSaturdays   
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM11:00 AM - 1:00 PM11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Big Foot Beach State ParkBig Foot Beach State ParkBig Foot Beach State Park   
N1550 S Lakeshore Drive, Lake Geneva, WIN1550 S Lakeshore Drive, Lake Geneva, WIN1550 S Lakeshore Drive, Lake Geneva, WI   

Meet in the main parking area to the right of the entranceMeet in the main parking area to the right of the entranceMeet in the main parking area to the right of the entrance
station a little before 11:00 AM. A state park sticker ($28,station a little before 11:00 AM. A state park sticker ($28,station a little before 11:00 AM. A state park sticker ($28,
$13 if age 65 or older) or daily pass ($8, $3 if age 65 or$13 if age 65 or older) or daily pass ($8, $3 if age 65 or$13 if age 65 or older) or daily pass ($8, $3 if age 65 or
older) is required to enter Big Foot Beach State Park.older) is required to enter Big Foot Beach State Park.older) is required to enter Big Foot Beach State Park.

SundaysSundaysSundays
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM11:00 AM – 1:00 PM11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
White River County ParkWhite River County ParkWhite River County Park
6503 Sheridan Springs Road, Lyons, WI6503 Sheridan Springs Road, Lyons, WI6503 Sheridan Springs Road, Lyons, WI

Get out and enjoy one of the best parks Walworth CountyGet out and enjoy one of the best parks Walworth CountyGet out and enjoy one of the best parks Walworth County
has to offer. We’ll walk the trails and be on the lookout forhas to offer. We’ll walk the trails and be on the lookout forhas to offer. We’ll walk the trails and be on the lookout for
birds and other critters. We’ll also watch for plant bloomsbirds and other critters. We’ll also watch for plant bloomsbirds and other critters. We’ll also watch for plant blooms
and other interesting elements of nature. Meet at the kioskand other interesting elements of nature. Meet at the kioskand other interesting elements of nature. Meet at the kiosk
by the parking lot a little before 11:00 AM.by the parking lot a little before 11:00 AM.by the parking lot a little before 11:00 AM.

Please contact us to let us know you are interested inPlease contact us to let us know you are interested inPlease contact us to let us know you are interested in
attending a walk.attending a walk.attending a walk.
https://lakelandaudubon.com/contacthttps://lakelandaudubon.com/contacthttps://lakelandaudubon.com/contact
Call or Text: +1 (262) 729-9702Call or Text: +1 (262) 729-9702Call or Text: +1 (262) 729-9702

Saturdays 
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Big Foot Beach State Park 
N1550 S Lakeshore Drive, Lake Geneva, WI 

Meet in the main parking area to the right of the entrance
station a little before 11:00 AM. A state park sticker ($28,
$13 if age 65 or older) or daily pass ($8, $3 if age 65 or
older) is required to enter Big Foot Beach State Park.

Sundays
11:00 AM – 1:00 PM
White River County Park
6503 Sheridan Springs Road, Lyons, WI

Get out and enjoy one of the best parks Walworth County
has to offer. We’ll walk the trails and be on the lookout for
birds and other critters. We’ll also watch for plant blooms
and other interesting elements of nature. Meet at the kiosk
by the parking lot a little before 11:00 AM.

Please contact us to let us know you are interested in
attending a walk.
https://lakelandaudubon.com/contact
Call or Text: +1 (262) 729-9702

The Chat is the newsletter of the Lakeland Audubon Chapter of
the National Audubon Society, P.O. Box 473, Elkhorn, WI 53121.
Subscription is $15 per year for printed copies sent by US mail.

Field Trip
Wednesday, September 9, 2026
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM
Turtle Valley State Wildlife Area - 5830 County Road O, Elkhorn, WI
Free to attend and open to the public!

Go birding with Lakeland Audubon members at Turtle Valley SWA. This property is located northwest of
Elkhorn in western Walworth County. 131different species of birds have been reported through ebird at
this location. We will walk the gravel road that leads to the ponds and watch for waterfowl, shorebirds, and
other species of wildlife. Meet in the parking lot right off County Road O, prior to 10:00 AM.

Please contact us and let us know if you are interested in attending this field trip.  
https://lakelandaudubon.com/contact

https://lakelandaudubon.com/contact
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Lands/WildlifeAreas/turtlevalley
https://lakelandaudubon.com/contact/
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